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PREACHING TO THE SPIRITS IN PRISON 


} The following Explanation of 1 Peter iii, 19, 20, is 
from the THEOLOGICAL REposiToRY, published at 
London, 1771, by Dr. JoskpH PriestLey The an- 
thor of this piece was Mr Hanwert. 


To the Editors of the Theological Repository. 


GenTLEMEN,—TI beg leave, through the chan- 
nel of your very useful Repository, to offer my 
mite towards elucidating a passage of scrip- 
ture, which has involved some men of genius 
and learning, in the wilde-t reveries. I have 
two reasons for soliciting this favour. If Lam 
wrong, [ would thankfully receive informa- 
tion; and if Lam right, | would freely com- 


municate the result of my inquiries to others. | 


The passage is, 1 Peter iii. 19, 20, “B 
which also, Christ went and preached unto the 
spirits in prison, which sometime were diso- 
bedient, when once the long-suffering of Gud 
waited inthe days of Woah, while the ark was 
preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls, 
were saved by witer.” ‘The apostle, in the 

receding verse, led the attention of his con- 
verts to the glorious example of Christ, who 
“also hath once suffered for sins, the just for 
the unjust, that he might bring us to God be- 
ing put to death in the flesh, but quickened by 
the spirit:°? It is added, “by which also he 
went, and preached unto the spiritsin prison. 
By which, that is, by his death and resurrec- 
tion, or, as the apostle says, “ by his being put 
to death in the flesh, and gnickened by the 
spirit, he went and preached to the spirits in 
ison.’ 

We shall new inguire, who were the spirits 
in prison; and to this purpose, I think, we 
need only read a prediction of Isaiah, concer- 
ning the important consequences to all na- 
tions, of the great Messiah’s coming into the 
world “ [the Lord,” says the prophet, speak- 
ing in the name of Jehovah, “ have called thee 
(Christ) in righteousness, and will hold thine 
hand, and will keep thee, and give thee fora 
covenant to the people, for a light of the gen- 
» tiles; to open the blind eyes, to bring out the 

prisoners foes the prison. and them that sit in 
darkness from the prison house.”” “The spirits 
in prison, then, were all the gentiles, and all 
the Jews likewise, who sit in darkness, or who, 
through fear of death, were all their life-time 
subject to bondage, that is, in short, all the 
chiluren of men.* 


| 


‘when the long-suffering of God waited, with- 


99 | 
‘the forgiveness of God. But this time was 


now no more. 


The only difficuity attend- 


ing thisinterpretation. is, that itis afterwards 
said of these prisoners, that “ they were some- 
time disobedient, when once the long-suffering 
of God waited in the days of Noah, while the 
ark was preparing, wherein few, that is, eight 
souls, were saved by water.” But this seems 
to be no more than a figurative expression, 
signifying not the same individuals, but pris- 
oners of the same kind with that rebellious 
people, who lived before the flood, and who 
were shut up in the gloomy mansions of sin 
and death, with all the terrible judgments of 
God hanging over their heads. As if the 
apostle had said, “ Our Lord went and preach- 
ed to those spirits, that is, to these men who 
‘were prisoners, in the same sense, that all 
‘those children of disobedience formerly were, 





| 
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| 


{out any effect, for their repentance and salva- 
tion, in the days of Noah.” Before the flood, 
very nearly the whole human race had corrupt- 
‘ed their ways, and had so deeply immersed 


‘themselves into all iniquities, that they could 


‘have no reasonable hope for the mercies of 
‘God beyond the grave. When the flood came, 
‘they could have no other prospect, but the 
‘blackness of darkness forever. ‘The time was, 
‘when the day of salvation shone upon them, 
‘when they might have repented, and obtained 


They having abused ail the 
messages of Divine Grace, and laughed to scorn 
that benevolent dispersation which was calcu- 
iated to save them, found, at last, to their eter- 
nal confusion, that they hae been sporting with 
their own lives, that there was a God, who 
jadgeth in the earth, and that their destruction 
was inevitable. ‘Lhe floods, yea, the tloeds 
‘encompassed them, and they could find no 


place of refuge where they might rest their 
‘feet, or look for safety or deliverance, but des- 


pairing, groaning, dying, sunk into the dreary 
prison of the grave. 

' In 4 prison of the same kind where all the 
‘children of men, when the Sun of Righteous- 
‘ness diffused the bright beams of his heavenly 
light upon them. The Gentiles had so aston- 
ishing! y darkened the candle of the Lord with- 
‘in them, by their almost incredible supersti- 


tions, and enormous iniquities, that only 
‘clouds and shadows could surround them.--- 
Plato, indeed, had written so excellently upo. 


the immortality of the soul, as to please, anc 


, YR ome awe pee ere ae of me from| in some measure to satisfy those, whe thought 
saiah, and that the prophet used it In relation to rose | deeply upon the subject. But few, very few, 


to whoin the gospel should be preached ; see also chap-| 


ter Ixi, 1, compared with Luke iv 18. Ee. 


Vicrtivs 


‘of the bulk of mankind, had leisure to exam- 
line, or streneth of mind enuugh to pereeiva 
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the force of his arguments. And of these few. hie resurrection from the dead, was a demon. 
some of the greatest could be no longer con-| stration, that he was indeed the well beloved 
vinced than when they were reading his book./of the Father, his authorised messenger, and 
This was the case with Cato, who, while he! that the God of Truth was the supreme, oris- 
was reading, both admired the wisdotn of Pla-;inal author of that great salvation, which has 
to, and believed that the dissolution of the sounded i in our ears. By his death and resur- 
body did net at all infer the death of the soul. Payee therefore, he has preached liberty to 
But, no sooner did he lay down Plato’s’ book, the captives, opened the prison doors which 
than all his doubts and fears returned. Nay, ldarkened and confined the old world, and 
Socrates himself, the master and guide of Pla- |e ‘alled, and assisted the prisoners to come 
to, and. the wonder and luminary of the hea-| forth out of their prison house. By his death 
then’ world, though he fell a sacrifice to his/and resurrection he has ascertained to us, be- 
nobie opposition to the reigning superstitions} yond the possibility of deception, that all the 
and idolatries of his country, yet when the last | good tidings of great joy which the gospel con- 
scene came to open upon him, could not help! tains are the messages of God who cannot lie, 
wavering and giving way to many desponding| nor suffer any possible change or shadow of 
thoughts, and fearful apprehensions. But ex-|turning; and thatall the promises and threat- 
cept Socrates and a few others, the whole hea-|enings, and all the terms of acce; tance propo- 
then world was buried in abso! ute darkness. ised tousin the gospel, are likewise divine 
Their prospects into futurity were founded up-/emanations from the God of all power, wis- 
on mere conjectures, which likea dream of ‘the | dom, mercy, andlove. ‘These were according 
night, might make some transient impressions, | ly, the vrand points upon which all the apos- 
but must shortly after leave them ina state of} ties built the divine authority and infinite im 
disconsolate suspense, or agonizing despair. portance of our holy religion.* Uf Christ be 
Or, if they could have seen farther than they | not risen, said they, “then is our preaching 
did, they were so reprobate in all their w ays, vain, and your faith i isalso vain. But Christ 
and lived so universally as if there was no/is risen from the dead, and become the first 
God in the world, that they must have rather | fruits of them that sleep: therefore, God was 
dreaded the possibility of a future state, in| with him, and all the doctrines he taught 
which they should be called to an account, | were the great truths of God ; and, therefore, 
than wished to know that such a state was re-| we also shall be raised, and shortly appear be- 
ally intended for them. And, as to the Jews,! tore bis awful tribunal, to give an account of 
itis weil known that one sect among them ab-| the deeds that we have done i in the body, when 
solutely denied a future state, and that all the! the wicked shall be punished with an ever- 
other sects were so sensual, hypocritical, and | lasting destruction, but all the truly penitent 
so abominably disobedient to the laws ot God, | and reformed, crowned with ev erlasting salva- 
that if they at all looked beyond the grave, it) tion. And, indeed, without the death of Christ, 
must have been with bitter anguish, and with we cannot think of any other method, bs which 
alithose excruciating horrors, which the just} the divinity of oar religion could have been 
dread of their offended Maker and Sovereign | so fully confirmed to us. For bad he been be- 
tended to raise. So that all mankind might) fore his crucifixion carried up visibly into 
well have been described spirits in prison, ‘heaven, th ough the spectators might hence as- 
when the great Messiah came to release them! suredly have concluded that he was a person 
from their bondage, to redeem and restore! in high favor with God, and also that he was 
them. ‘They were not only mnprisoned by the! the faithful messenger of God, vet to those 
strong holds of death, which they could hever iwho would otherwise have doubted the possi- 
break through by their own strength, bat byjbility ofa revival from death, nothing but the 
the still more gaili ng fe'ters of sin lwhich they! real resurrection of a real man, who had bee n 
could never remove, from which they could| really dead, could have wrought a thorougt 
devise no possible methods to extricate them-| conviction. Bat the death and resurrection 
selves. of Christ place ever y thing upon a sure bottom, 
We have now only to shew, in what sense it|/ and prove all that we caa Y wish them to prove. 
was that our Lord went, and preached to these' We are sure that no being can raise from the 
spirits in prison. And, this weleara trom thes dead ov restore life to those from whom it is 
words immediately preceding the text, was by| once taken, but God the author of all being, or 
his death and resurrection. After these events, | those who are sent by fim, and act immedi- 
having gone forth, as the poreutheis should jately under his authority and by his power, 
have been rendered, that is, having. ascended{aud we are sure that God would not give his 
to heaven, he, by his apostles, and upon the! seal toaliar. Weare sure, therefore, that 
foundation of his victory over the grave, pub- * Agreeably hereto the apostle adds in the 21st and 
lished his 5 gospel to the lame and to the biind, | 22d verses—* Baptism (the token of our admission to 
and to these that were alar off as well as to! the privileges of Christi anity) doth also now save us 
those that were nigh. His death, in defence C eg e by means of the resurrection of —_ 
of that divine religion which he taucht, Was a} hand of Go i. piesa a setts Wad cieive oie 
proof that he himself was fully convinced of fl ade sublet usta Hin.” 
the infallible truth of all bis doctrines: and | 
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christianity it ans oatl thatto our Lord; by the| men a oreat hail out of heaven, every stone 
most irresistible arguments at fir st preac hed, | about the weight of a talent: and men blas- 
and is still preaching to the spirits in prison 5) _phemed God because of the hail ; for the plague 
that is, we are sure, that the gospel salvation | thereof was exceeding great.” Conscience will 
is founded upon the most incontestible evi-| be a worm to onaw and prey upon them; re- 
dences, even the resurrection of Christ our morse for their sins shall seize them, and tor- 
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Lord from the dead. ment them for ever; and they shall not be able 
Rarionais. |to shake it off, as sometimes they did; for in 
ners hell “their worm dieth not,”? Mark ix. 45, 46. 


ANCIENT PREACHING. Their memory will serve but to aggravate their 
Pt te : torinent, and every new reflection will bring 
Description of the Punishment of the Damned.) another pang of anguish, Luke xvi. 25. « Bu’ 
1. They will be universal torments, every Abraham said, (viz. to the rich man in hell) 
art of the creature being tormented in that)Son, remember that thou in thy life time re- 
flame. When one is cast into a bur ning fiery | ceivedst thy good things.” 
furnace, the fire makes its way into the ver y| 2 The torments in hell are manifold. Put 
bowels, and leaves no member untouched sithe dane: that a man were at one and the same 
what part then can have ease, when the dam-' time, under the violence of the gout, gravel, 
ned swim in a lake of fire burning with brim- and whatsoever diseases and pains have ever 
stoner ‘There will their bodies be tor mented met together in one body ; the torment of such 
and scorched for ever. And as they sinned, an one would be but light j in comparison with 
so shall they be tormented, in all ‘the parts! the torments of the damned: For as in hell, 
thereof; that they shall have no sound side to there is an absence of all that is good and de- 
turn them to: for what soundness or ease can sirable; so there is the confluence of al! evils 
be to any part of that body, which being se pa-| the: ‘e, since all the effects of sin and of the 
rated from God, and all refreshment from him, | curse take their place init, after the last judge- 
is still in the pangs of the second death, ever} ment Rev. xx. 14. “And death and hell were 
dying, but never dead? But as the soul was! cast into the lake of fire”? There they will 
chief in sinning, it will be chief in s suite ‘ring too, find a prison they can never escane out ‘of; a 
being filled brimful of the wratn of a sim-re- jake of lire, wherein they will be ever swim- 
venging God. ‘The damned shail ever be un- ming and burning: a pit, where they will nev- 
der deepest impressi mis of God’s vindictive er find a bottem. The worm that dieth not 
justice against them: and this fire will melt! shall feed on them, as on bodies which are in- 
their souls within them, like wax. W ho knows terred; the fire that is not quenched, shall de- 
the power of that wrath which had such anef- vour them, as de ead bodies, which are burned. 
te ct on the Medi: ator, sti inding j ith the room of Their eve S s! i! pe kent ee | blac kt 1@85 of dark- 
sinners? Psal. xxu. 14. “ My heart is itke wax, ness, withou: the least comfortable sleam of 
it is melted in the midst of my bowels!” Their light: their ears filled with the fi ightful yel- 
iniuds shall be filled with the terrible appre- lines of the infernal crew. ‘The ‘y shall taste 
hensions of God’s inplacable wrath: and what- nothing but the vinegar of God’ ¢ wrath, the 
ever they can think upon, past, present, or to dregs of the cup of lus fury. ‘The stench ot 
come, will ageravate their torment and an-. the burning lake of brimstone wil! be the smell 
cuish. Their Will shall be crossed in all there: and they shall feel extreme pains foi 


wt 








things for evermore: as their Wiil was ever evermore. 

contrary to the Will of God's precepts: so} —_—@—— 

God in his dealings with them in the other PROTEST 

wor lal, shall have war with their Will forever., Of Natuan S. S. Beeman, Pastor of the Presbyterian 
What they should hav e, they shall notin the! ¢: burch, in Troy, N. ¥. against the honor. y degree 
least obtain: but whatthey would not, shaikbe; in Divinity, conferred on him by Williains College. 
bound upon them w it out remedy. Hience no! I consider this Honorary degree contrary to 
ple asant affection shall ever spril 1s up in their the spirit of the gospel, as productive of prac- 
hearts any more: their love of complacency, tical mischief in the church of Christ, and so 
joy and delight, in any ovject whatsoever, shall managed at the present day as to become lia- 
be plucked up by the root; and they shall be ble te additional animadversion. 

filled with hatred, fury and rage, against God,! “Jt is contrary to the spirit of the gospel.— 
the mselves, and their fellow -creatures, wheth-| Christ repre thends with great severity the 
er happy in heaven, or miserable in hell,as they! scribes and pharisees for taeir fondness for hu- 
themselves are. ‘They will be sunk i ID sorrow, | man honors and distinctions. ‘Fhey loved 
racked with anxiety, filled with horror, called |“ereetings in the markets, and to be called of 
to the heart with fretting, and continually dar-! men, Rabb, Rabbi.””’. The total avoidance of 
ted with despair ; which will make them w eep, | this spirit he has solemnly enjoined upon his 
gnash their teeth, and blaspheme for ever. disciples. “Be not ye called Rabbi; for one 
Math. xxii 1S. ** Bind him hand-and foot, and is your master, even Christ, and all ye are 
take him away, and cast him into utter dark-|brethren.”? Now this injunction certainly has 
ness; there shall be we ping and gnashing of! some meaning. There is no probability thatut 
teeth.’ Rey. xvi. 21. “ And there fell upon} was aimed at a mere word. ‘The ferm Rabbr 
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is as innocent as any other term: It contains 
no intrinsic evil. Itis not a profane word, it 
simply sienifies Master, or Teacher, or Doc- 
tor. "The reasons here assigned why the min- 
isters of Christ were not to affect those titles 
after which the scribes and pharisees were so 
aspiring, are reasons which apply with as much 
force to the honorary degree of D. D. as to the 
honorary title of Rane. These reasons are 

two. One respects their relations to Christ ; 

the other, their relations to each other. “ Be 
ye not called Rabbi—or Master, or Doctor— 
for one is your master, even Christ.” He is 
‘the only being who, by way of eminence or 
distinction, sustains the relation of Rabbi, or 
Master, or Teacher of the Church. The oth- 
er reason is founded on the part of Christ's 

embassadors s—“ and ye all are brethren.” 

The assumption or appropriation of titles, hon- 


men of the first ‘ialhantaal eminence in the 
church have received this distinction. And, 
on the other hand, it is manifest that others 
equally distinguished for mental elevation have 
lived and died without the title. But one would 
be tempted to think that the Coitieces had, in 
in some instance, gone by the same rule which 
the apostle tells us, was taken in fitting and 
tempering the members of the human body to- 
gether, and have given more abundant honor 
to that part which lacked.” As to orthodoay, 
the title of D. D. would furnish a poor criteri- 
on. ‘There are all sorts of men in the minis- 
try, and all sorts of Colleges te give them, as 
occasion may require, a literary ¢ or theological 
puff. It frequently happens, at the present 
day, that a man— [ mean one that passes for a 
clergyman—is dubbed Doctor of Divinity who 
has about as much veneration for the Bible and 





ors or authority, in the church, which may tend 
rele 5 to break in upon the fraternal equali-| 


; of the ministers of the gospel, contravenes | 
the letter and the spirit of this injunction. And |i 


this is not the only instance in which the Lord | 
Jesus has laid his hand upon this aspiring tem- 


er. When the disciples, on acertan occasion, | 


contended for distinction, he directed them to) 
leave this contest to the kings and rulers of the | 


its peculiar doctrines, as was cherished by Da- 
vid Hume or Thomas Paine. 

“And | am happy to say that [am not alone 
in these sentiments. A Professor in a Theo- 
logical Institution and one of the first biblical 
| scholars of the age, has rejected the honor 
thrice conferred. “Others ; who now wear the 
D. D. as gracefully as any men, once entertain- 
ed the same opinions; but, when put to the 


earth. “Ye shall not be so; but he that is great-|trial, they have made shipwreck of this part of 


est among you let him be as the younger: and | their faith. 


he that is chief, as he that doth serve.’ Am- 


bition is the same principle throughout the! 


universe—whether in ‘Lucifer, son of the 
morning,’ or in one of the sons of Adam! 

whether covered (though not concealed) by the |* 
royal purple, or the humbler garb of the eccle- 
siastic. Incentives to ambition ought not to 
be multiplied and presented by the church of | 


Christ. 





“But this zitle is liable to additional ani-! 
madversion from the manner in which it isoften | 
conferred. In the remarks which I make un- 
der this particular head, I do net intend to, 
abandon the ground taken above. The thing! 
is wrong‘ ab initio,’ and no management could | 
impart to it a Christian character. By the |. 
right of prescription it wears a Christian name, | 
but this is all. What distinction is intended, 
to be marked out by this honorary degree? Is! 
it age, or talents, or orthodoawy, or erudition 2 
Formerly this title was reserved for old age,| 
and it was conferred upon those only who were 
venerable for years. But now nothing is more | 
common than for the mere stripling tou have 
D. D. appended to his name; and when the | 
man and his title are put together, the associ-| 
ation reminds me of young David arrayed in| 
the armour of King Saul—it is rather cumber- 
sonmie tothe Lap. If this dezree were allowa- 
ble on any principle, the very best thing which | 
guid be done with it, would be to reserve it 
in all cases for those whose active days have 
ove by, and who are sinking into dotage. It 
night auswer very well as a grave rattle to 
wuuse second childhood. Is it conferred alone | 
npou taients® it is not to be denied, that many | 





They can new adopt this Latin 
maxim ; : 
‘*Tempora mutantur, et nos mutamur in illis.” 
The times alter, and we accommodate ourselves to the 
changes of the times. 
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LUKE XX, 35. 
** But they that shall be accounted worthy to obtain 














that world, and the resurrection fram the dead, neither 
/ marry, n0r are given in mar riag e”’ 
In compliance with the wishes of our friend 
in Hillsdale, we offer a few remarks on the 
above passage. 
culty in the mind of our friend, arises from the 
‘expression “ worthy to obtain that world and 
the resurrection’ —which form of expression 


age to indicate that there are some who are 


iot, or will not be found “ worthy to obtain 
raat world” and consequently that this pas- 
sage of scripture opposes the belief in the sal- 
vation of all mankind. We think the difficul- 
ty will be removed, if our friend will be care- 
ful tounderstand the scriptures. Without a 
knowledge thereof he will be likely to err as 
much as did the Sadducees who denied the re- 
surrection of the dead. 

It was in reply to the Sadducees that the 
Saviour used that expression, when endeavor- 
ing to prove to them the doctrine of the resur- 


It is probable that the diffi-. 


—- 
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They were in hopes of entangling 


ter the resurrection, will be according to their 


him by the question they proposed, (viz.) As) worth, or unworthiness. 


the woman had had seven husbands whose wife 
« of the seven, should she bein the resurrec- 
tion.” Now as the doctrine of the resurrec- 
tion was the subject in dispute and the doctrine 
which Jesus taught, it is not to be supposed that 
by the declaration “ they that shall be accoun- 

ted worthy”—he meant to tell the Sadducees 
ft some of the human race only, would be 
raised from the dead and have a part in the re- 
surrection but that the rest would never live 


again, and thus admit, in part, the doctrine of 


the Sadducees. Were this the true meaning of 
the text, what we ask, becomes of the doctrine 
ofendless misery? Ifthere are some of the 
human race, that shall be accounted unworthy 
of being raised from the dead, they, surely, 
cannot be the subjects of eternal damnation. 
There are two paraltel peer in which 
the substance of the Saviour’s discourse, with 
the Sadducees, is mentioned. One is Matt. xxii 
30, the other, Mark xii. 25——Matthew gives it 


thus—* For in the resurrection, they neither 


marry, nor are given in marriage but are like 
the angels of God in heaven’ a" Mark,“ For 
when they shall rise from the dead, they nei- 
ther marry, nor are given in marriage; but 
are as the angels which are in heaven’—In 
neither of these places are the words “ ac- 
counted worthy to obtain that world, and the 
resurrection fiom the dead,” used. The apos- 
tles undoubtedly intended to relate the same 
circumstance and argument. Whether the 


er itis an interpolation by some early trans- 
criber it is impossible for us to determine. We 
must decide on the subject according to the 
passages which refer to the resurrection. In 
the first place we have two witnesses who 
speak of the resurrection in general terms, 

without reference to character “ worthy” or 

“unworthy”’—It is easier to believe one man 
mistaken in the relation he gives, than that 
twoare, especially, when the two perfectly 
agree. In the second place, as Jesus was ad- 

vocating an event not predicated on the char- 
acter of the subject of that event, it is not sup- 

posible that he would use the expression giv- 
en by Luke. Lt is believed by professing chris- 
tians of every religious persuasion, that all the 
dead will be raised; that all will have a part 
in the resurrection worthy or unworthy, but 
that the state, in which they will be placed af- 








The scriptures so fully declare, an Univer- 
sal resurrection from the dead, that no believer 
in the Bible feels disposed to deny it, and no 
believer, in endless misery, can deny it, as it 
would at once destroy his favorite hypothesis. 
Then from the nature of the subject itself, we 
are compelled to say, that the sentence “ ac- 
counted worthy to obtain” is an interpolation 
and ought not to be received as the genuine 
words of the Saviour. Should we admit them 
as genuine, we must criminate Matthew and 
Mark as being guilty of gross neglect or for- 
ge‘fulness, and must predicate the resurrection 
on the worthiness of man, and consequently be- 
lieve in the annihilation of all the unworthy. 

The doctrine of the resurrection as laid down 
by the Saviour, destroys the common notion of 
eternal damnation. In reply to the questiou 
proposed by the Sadducees, he says, “In the 
resurrection they neither marry, nor are given 
in marriage, but are as the angels of God in 
heaven.” If then, when we are raised, weare 
as the angels of God, which dwell im heaven, 
we must be pure holy beings, without sin, and 
consequenily happy in the righteousness of re- 
deeming love. ‘This declaration of Jesus, is 
supported by the testimony of Paul when also 
contending with the Sadducees, on this allim- 
portant subject. The RESURRECTION 
the DEAD. See 1 Cor. xv 52, 53, 54. “Ina 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the 


: | ; be raised incorruptibl ve shal 
above expression was used by Luke, or wheth-| dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall 


be changed. For this corruptible must put on 
incorruption, and this mortal must put on im- 
mortality. So when this corruptible shall have 
put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have 
put on immortality, then shall be brought to 
pass the saying that is written, Death is swa! 


lowed up in victory.” 
Pe 


SAYBROOK PLATFORM, 
OR 
CALVINISTIC CREED. 

One hundred and sixteen years ago, a num- 
ber of Eiders, as ministers were then called, 
and Messengers of the then Colony of Con- 
necticut, in New -England assembled, in Sav- 
brook Conn. Sept. 9, 1708, and formed a sys- 
tem of Faith, which has generally been de- 
nominated the Savproek PLaTrorM or €on- 
fession of Faith. The substance of this con- 
fession of Faith it appears was owned and con- 
sented unto by the Elders and Messenger s of 
churches assembled at Boston, in New-Eng 
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tand, May 12th 1680. We may therefore safe- 
ly state as a fact, that this Platform formed 
the foundation ot the faith of the Calvinistic 
churches in America, and by them rigidly ad- 
hered to. This is proved by the introduction 
to this famous Plattorm, in which it is said, 
“That it may appear to the christian world, 
that our churches do not maintain differing 
opinions of religion, nor are desirous for any 
reason to conceal the faith we are persuaded 
of, the Elders and Messengers, &c. 

How vastly different the conduct of those 
Flders and Messengers who formed this Plat- 
form, from those who call themselves Calvin- 
ists at the present day. While the one were 
willing to acknowledge “ the faith they were 
persuaded of,’’ nor were desirous for any rea- 
son to conceal it; the others are careful to 
conceal as much of their system of faith from 
their followers as possible, and are seldom 
willing in their discourses to lay before their 
hearers the doctrines contained in their Creed. 
The facilities enjoyed in this land of liberty 
by every classof citizens for obtaining a knowl- 
edge of letters, and that social intercourse 
which exists among those who believe that all 
men are entitled to equal rights and privile- 
ees, have expanded the powers of the human 
mind and have encouraged the habit of medit- 
ation and reflection which leads to the knowl- 
edge of the truth. 


are or have been very remiss in their daty, 
and have either through ignorance or de- 
sign, suffered them to remain ignorant of the 
fundamental principles of what is called the 
christian religion. 

We feel disposed to lay before our readers 
some of the items contained in this famous 
Confession of Faith, and invite the professed 
believers in Calvinism alias Presbyterianism 
to carefully view those portions of their creed, 
and reconcile them with Reason, Justice and 
common sense if they can. 

In chapter 2 it is stated “ There is but one 
only living and true God ; who is infinite in 
Being and perfection, a must pure spirit, in- 
visible, without body, parts, or passions ; im- 
mutable, immense, eternal, incomprehensible, 
almighty, most wise, most holy, most free, 
most absolute, and working all things accor- 
ding to his ownimmutable and most righteous 
will, for his own glory, most loving, gracious, 
merciful, long suffering, abundant in goodness 
and truth, forgiving imiquity, transgression 
and sin, the rewarder of those that diligently 
seek him; and withal, most just and terrible 
in his judgments hating all sin, and who will 
by no means clear the guilty.” 

In the greater part of this article the nature 
and character of God is clearly delineated 
and expressed. It is perhaps impossible to 
use words that could convey tothe minda 





Men do not now tremble before an ecclesi-| 


better description of him who dwelleth in eter- 


astic, and while they are disposed to render|nity, whose presence fills the vast immensity 
all due deference to the learning, experience of space, who is the fountain of life and 


and knowledge of the Spiritual ‘Teacher, they | 
claim the privilege of examining for their own. 
satisfaction, the sentiments which he may ad- 
vance, and of drawing such conclusions as to 
them appear to be reasonable and just. In 
consequence of exercising the mind in a care- 
ful examination of what is presented for be- 
jief, people have discovered the glaring absur- 
dity in supposing that that God, who has cre- 
ated all things by the word of his power, and 
who is reverenced as a_ being infinitely holy, 
just and good, should have brought creatures 
into existence formed for happiness, implant- 
ing in their bosom an ardent desire to enjoy 


life, and vet by an irrevocable decree destine | 


them to endless woe. ‘The mind recoils at 
this belief, it is unwilling to give it place for a 


inal. 


in whom alone is found the perfection of holi- 
ness, glory, happiness and peace. 

Itisnot proper that we should hastily pass 
over this description of the divine character. 
To know God, saith the apostle, is life eter- 
Let us then dwell on the perfections as- 
cribed to the Almighty, nor leave them until 
we feel persuaded we have become acquaint- 
ed with our God. 

In the first place it is declared that “ there 
is but one only living and ‘True God ;” on this 
we make no comment at present, merely re- 
questing the reader to keep this in mind, as it 
1s a proposition that must be freely admitted 
by every person who acknowledges the exist- 
ence of the supreme architect of the universe. 
God is said to be a most pure spirit. invisible, 





moment, and the clergy finding the opposition 


to this sentiment, labor to keep it out of sight 


and have been so far successful that a vast. 
portion of those who acknowledge themselves. 
Calvinists, appear to be entirely ignorant of 
their creed. When you converse with them | 
on the doctrine of Election, and tell them that, 
according to their system of faith, God has_ 
brought a laref# portion of his creatures into. 
the world under an irrevocable decree of dam-! 


nation, they start at the proposition and say 
they do not believe any such thing, and yet 
they call themselves Calvinists. If the be- 


lievers in this doctrine are ignorant of their 
creed it is very evident that their teachers 





without body, parts or passions. Butterworth 
in his Concordance defines the word passion. 
“Natural and sinful «affections.’? Passion 
then cannot exist with God. Among the 
many passions and works of the flesh, which 
Paul enumerates, he mentions hatred, variance, 
wrath, aud strife. If God is without passion 
he is an entire stranger to those base and most 
pernicious passions hatred and wrath. God 
is “ IMMUTABLE,” that is unchangeable. In 
roof of this, James i. 17, is cited. “ Every 
good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 
and cometh down from the Father of light, 
with whom is no variableness, neither shadow 
of turning.”? Admitting, then, that Ged is uni- 
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versally the same, without even the shadow of 
turning, the purposes and determinations he 
formed in relation to his creatures, when he 
was about to bring them into existence, re- 
inain the same unchanged, unaltered, and will 
remain the same through endless eternity.— 
Hence it follows that if goodness or love shar- 
ed in the, divine council which purposed to 
bring man into existence as a rational being 
susceptible of happiness, rove urged to the 
determination that man should partake of the 
divine nature and enjoy his God forever. We 
are here brought to a spot on which it is ne- 
cessary to determine in our own minds, ac- 
cording to the light which reason and revela- 
tions affords, what were the designs ofthe Al- 
mighty in creating man. Did God design him 
to be an object of divine love, and saving mer- 
cy ; or did he determine to bring him into ex- 
istence as a subject of hatred and wrath ? To 
gay that the eternal formed man to hate him, 
and to be an object on whom he could glorify 
himself by pouring out his wrath without mea- 
sure, would display a malignancy and way- 
wardness of character which cannot be attri- 
buted to the most high. We then are com- 
pelled to acknowledge that the Holy One of 
Israel moved by infinite wisdom and good- 
ness formed man to be the recipient of his 
love, and capable of realizing the divine good- 
ness. Ifthe Almighty loved his rational off- 
spring when he first brought them into the 
world, he still loves and ever will love them 
tor he is immutable and without a shadow of 
turning. 

Again, it is said, that God is “ most wise, 
most holy, most free, most absolute, working 
all things according to the counsel of his own 
immutable and most righteous will for his own 
glory.” According to this' the Almighty is an 
absolute sovereign, controlling all, controlled 
by none ; governing all things according to his 
own sovereign will, whose power none can re- 
sist, but before whom all things must bow and 
vield as the clay in the hands of the Potter. 
if then the Almighty works all things accor- 
ding to the counsel of his own immutable or 
unchangeable will, there can be no room fora 
change in his administration and government, 
nor can he have any different views of his crea- 
tures, or feelings towards them than, he bad 
when he first created man. 

The 2d section of this chapter declares 
that “ Ged hath all life, glory, goodness, bles- 
sedness, inand of himself; and is alone in and 
unto himself all-sufficient, not standing in need 
of any creatures which he hath made, nor de- 
riving any glory from them, but only manifest- 
ing his own glory in, by, unto, and upon them. 
He is thealone fountain of all being, of whom, 
through whom, and to whom are all things, 
and hath most sovereign dominion over them, 
to do by them, for them, or upon them whatso- 
ever he pleaseth.”” Here for the present we 
leave our readers, requesting them serious! 
to retlect on this last section which sets fort 





the sovereion dominion of the Almighty, prom- 
ising to continue our remarksin the next num- 
ber of the Messenger. 


FROM THE EVENING GAZETTE. 
ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 

The right that God hath in his creatures is 
founded in the benefits he hath conferred on 
them, and the obligation they have to him on 
that account. Now there’s none, who, because 
he has done a benefit, can have by virtue of that 
a right todoa greater evil than the good he has 
done amounts to; and I think it next to mad- 
ness to doubt whether extreme and eternal mis- 
ery be not a greater evil than simple being is 
a good. Tillotson’s Sermens. 


——- == 


ANOTHER CONVERSION FROM ME- 
THODISM TO UNIVERSALISM. 


The Herald of Salvation states, that Mr. Cy- 
renius Forshee, of Fredericksburg, U. C. hav- 
ing investigated the scriptures for nearly a 
year, to convince a friend of the falsity of Uni- 
versalism, has recently convinced himself, that 
the doctrine of universal grace is the truth of 
God. ‘To show the change in this man’s be- 
lief, his own language is quoted. On June 11th, 
he thus writes :—*“ Universalism, that most 
damnable doctrine, introduced into the world 
by the devil, and consequently propagated by 
infidels.” « ‘The supporters of Universalism 
are men deyoid of every candid principle — 
They as naturally stide into Atheism, as one 
thought begets another ;. the reason is because 
Universalism and Atheism came from one 
source.” ‘The man, who could thus express 
himself in June, on the 4th of September, ack- 
nowledged his belief in the all saving grace of 
God! ‘Thus, like Paul, he has avoweda sen- 
timent he once attempted to destroy. Let our 
Methodist brethren search the scriptures to 
see whether these things are so; and when 
their understanding is convinced, and thei: 
heart is melted, let them manifest their faith 
in the saviour of all men. 


UNIVERSAL SALVATION. 

It is the will of God: who will hage all men 
to be saved, and come unto the knowledge of 
the truth ; it is the object of Christ’s mission : 
and we have seen and do testify that the Father 
sent the Son to be the Savicur of the anorld ; 
it is the joy of angels: and suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heaventy host, 
praising God and saying, Glory to God inthe 
highest, and on earth peace, goud will toward 
men; itis the prayer of saints: I exhort there. 
fore, that, jist of all, supplications, prayers, 
intercessions and giving of thanks, be made for 
all men; it is the voice of creation: fage he 
(Gop) maketh his sun to rise on the eviland 
the good, and sendeth rain on the just and the 
unjust. When God, Christ, angeis and saints 
ardently desire the salvation of ali men, and 
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when all material creation testifies in its favor, 


what can oppose it, but ignorance and evil r— 
Shall creation bear false witness? For as the 
rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, 
and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth 
and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may 
give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater ; 
so stall my word be,that goeth forth oug of my 
mouth 3 it shall not return unto me void, but 
it shall accomplish that which I please, and it 
shall prosper iu the thing wherete I sent ut.— 
Shall saints pray in vain, when they offer pe- 
titions in accordance with God’s will? The 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much. Shall not the joy of angels at- 
tain the highest elevation ? There is Joy in the 
presence of the angels of God over one sinner 
that repenteth. Shall the object of Christ’s 
mission fail P He shall see of the travail of his 
soul, and shall be satisfied. 
God be frustrated? Who worketh all things 
after the counsel of his own will, and who says, 
my counsel shall stand, and I will do all my 
pleasure—Rel, Ing. REFLECTOR. 


POBTRY. 
COMPASSION, 


Daughter of Heaven! it is thy genial soul 
Can soften grief, and lull the sternest fear ; 
*Tis thou canst oft the phrensy’d heart control, 
And wipe from sorrow’s eye the swelling tear. 








Behold! where poverty in vile attire, 
Sits o’er some cheerless victim as her prey, 
Thy gentle hand with kind subduing power, 
Her rudest grasp attempting to allay. 


Thy accents mild doth pleasing transport bring, 
Een to that heart to wretchedness consigned ; 

Or where if sickness droops her haggard wing, 
Canst smooth the brow by care and illness pajn’d. 


Then gentle nymph, still at thy pitying shrine; 
This heart shall bend, to deep affliction given, 
For charms of hallowed pusity are thine, 
Thy every accent but the breath of Heaven. 
ie 
FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
HUMAN LIFE. 


As on the rude, tempest’ous sea, 

When stormy winds impet’ous rise, 
When black ning clouds, terrific, spread 
Their mantles round the vaulted skies ; 
When, with their long and threat’ning roar, 
Loud peals of thander rend the air, 
Dread lightnings dart their flaming shafts, 
And paint the gloom, with awful glare: 
High, on tae mountain billow’s top, 

The little shallop, mounting now, 
Stands, trembling, on the yiddy height, 
Or plunges in the gulf below: 

Thus, on the stormy sea of life, 

While howling tempests, round him, roar, 
“ails man, amid the darksome gloom, 

‘J hathides, from view, the distant shore. 
Mid threat‘ning dangers, now he soars 

ich, on the angry billows height, 
sinks into the dark abyss, 

Among the fearful shades of night. 

Yet, asthe * sea boy’s” watchful eyes, 
Catches the Sun’s first cheering ray, 


Shall the will of 


Triumphant shines the radiant bow, 
And nature’s wild convulsions, cease, 
Fear lull’d to rest, hope smiles around, 
And breathes the gentle strains of peace, 
Thus tho’ a thousand ills surround 

And lurking dangers thickly press, 

Tho’ secret care, and pallid fear, 

And gloomy doubt torment the breast ; 
Tho’ adyerse gales, around us roar, 

And waves of grief run “* mountains high,” 
Hope lulls our troubl’d sould to rest, 
And points to heav’n the fearful eye. 


J. FRIEZE: 








o_O OO EE 





MARRIED, 


In this city, on Monday the 15th inst. by the Rev. H 
Malcom, Capt. JoHNn PowEr to Mes Eunice JENK- 
INS, both of this place. 

At Troy, en Wednesday the 27th of Oct. by the Rev. 
Mr. Butler, Mr. Epwin Hicks, second son of Dr. R. 
Hicks of Columbia-ville, to Miss Maria Harr, only 
daughter of Mrs. Haff, of Troy. 

At Troy, on the 4th inst by the Rev. Mr. Skinner, 
Doct. Isaac S. Row ney, of Austerlitz, to Miss \i1- 
NERVA Bets, daughter of the late Mr. John Betts o! 
this city. 

On Thursday the 11th inst. by the Rev. Mr. Chester. 
Mr. JONATHAN FrRary, to Miss Rutn Epmonps. 
both of this city. 


—— 


Wied, 


In this city, onthe 7th inst. CORLESTA, daughter of 
Mr. Jacob Carpenter, aged 5 y ears. 

At Kinderhook, on the 13th inst. Mrs, Enizaserir 
GOALDING, aged 42. 

OBITUARY. 

Died in Shoreham, Vermout, the Hon. CHarues 
Ricu, Member of Congress, aged 55. Mr. Rich in 
early life evinced those powers of mind which have been 
developed in the various stations in which he has been 
placed by the free suffrages of his fellow-citizens He 
was mild and affable, possessed of a social disposition 
and a heart which gained for him the confidence of all 
who knew him. In private life he was the affectionate 
husband, the tender father whose anxious care it was to 
instil into the hearts of his children that love of virtue 
and reverence for their heavenly Father which he was 
sensible would render them happy and useful in life. He 
in youth, embraced the doctrine of Universal Benevo- 
lence, and through life remained the constant friend and 
liberal supporter of a doctrine which he believed was 
clearly proved by the scriptures, and demonstrated by 
all the works and ways of God. Unblemished in char- 
acter, and independent in mind, never veering with the 
times to court popular favor, he lived and died the 
patriot whose political integrity will be prized as long as 
his memory shall be cherished in the mind, the tried and 
faithful friend to suffering humanity, and indigent wortb. 
Of him it may be said in truth, 


‘‘An honest man’s the noblest work of God.” 
a PT 
NEW SUBSCRIBERS 


Can be supplied with the previous Numbers of this 
Paper. Baifour’s Inquiry and Child’s Scriptural Cate- 
chism for sale at this office. 








WANTED 
At this Office a boy from 14 to 15 years old,as an ap- 
prentice to the printing business. One from the country 
would be preferred. 
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And through the distant cloud, deseries 
And welcomes the returning day : 


OF WARREN AND THIRD-STREETS. 


